
April 2021

The Tidewater Camellia club welcomes you and especially our 
new members to our monthly news notes for April. The notes provide 
timely alerts and pertinent information for your Camellia garden, 
regional events and related interests. I encourage you to visit the TCC
website https://www.tidewatercamelliaclub.org/  for May through 
August, as the News Notes will take a break. Thanks to all for their 
contributions and attention to the News Notes. Special events during 
in this period can be seen on website or in specific emails by 
function. News Notes will see you again for September. 

Worth another thumbs up!! The TCC Virtual Camellia Show, and 
Festival TCC February 21 - 28, 2021 was amazing, thanks to our Show
Chair Diane Clark and all the other volunteers at the show. See all the 
winners and entries on TCC website!

NEXT TCC MEETING 

Topic:       Year End Review, Preview of Next Year, and Slide Show

Speaker:   Tom Alexander,  TCC President

Where:      Virtual by ZOOM, linking details to follow by email to 
members

Date:       April 20, 2021

Time:       7:00 P.M. 

Air Layering--  The second and last TCC Air Layering Workshop   
(MEMBERS ONLY) at Oakdale Cemetery is scheduled for April 10, 
2021 at 1 PM.      Please contact Jimmy Schiff at (919) 606-3120 or email   
him at     .      Only 10 slots are available. 

News Notes

https://www.tidewatercamelliaclub.org/


Want to be a TCC member?     Download membership form at TCC 
website.

April Camellia  CARE: Pick up, remove, destroy all dead blooms to 
avoid petal blight (a fungal disease). Put them in your garden trash 
container. DO NOT put these dead blooms into your compost pile. 
Prune to control interior growth and plant height, after plant has quit 
blooming and before new growth begins. Apply an 
Azalea/Rhododendron/Camellia fertilizer, e.g., Vertagro 16-4-8, or 
Holly Tone, or your favorite organic. Follow fertilizer instructions, e.g.,
for a large plant (6 ft or higher), sprinkle 1 cup of fertilizer at the drip 
line. Water in the fertilizer after application. Check pH of soil and add 
necessary chemicals to keep in the 6.0-7.0 range - sulfur to lower pH 
(more acid) and dolomitic lime to raise it (more alkaline). If scale or 
other insect problems are observed, spray plants with dormant oil (All
Season, NEEM, or Volck). A prime time for air-layering (a propagation 
technique). Also a good time to plant new or indoor over-wintered 
camellias, after the last frost. Mulch plant base or bed as desired. 

Gardening  tips for  seniors  and  those  with  special
needs.

Age related and other physical and mental disabilities need not

stop us doing stuff we enjoy. Change your garden not yourself! Many
Cheap and easy ways to make a garden more accessible are available
for those of us with disabilities. We know that gardening is good for
us. Not just for our bodies but also our minds, and spirit.  So what
happens as we get older or become ill and unable to do the stuff in
our  garden  we  used  to  do?  We  can  sit  and  look  at  our  gardens
through the window, switch the television on, think about what might
have been OR Get on with it! I like to think that our beautiful Camellia
flowers are in their Sunset awaiting rebirth this fall giving us a few
extra hours to assist others. 



Check out the suggestions following and especially the information
and ink on the Ability Garden, a splendid way to assist those with
special needs. 

Gardening with disabilities is not only possible, but it’s a great way to
maintain  one’s  lifestyle  and  happiness  during  a  time  of  physical
adversity. Gardeners with disabilities are people who are very much
attuned to the outdoors. Having a garden that is suited to the needs of
the disabled can be a vital part of their recovery and care. 

 Enabled Garden? So, what is an enabled garden? In much the same
way homes and vehicles can be remodeled to accommodate people
with various handicaps, so can a garden, yours or of  a community.
An enabled garden will  use concepts such as raised garden beds,
modified tools, and wider pathways to achieve both accessibility and
functionality.  The  ultimate  goal  is  to  have  a  garden  that  can  be
enjoyed by everyone from the very young to the very old, and even
the blind and wheelchair bound. Just as with any gardening project,
disabled garden ideas are endless.

Creating an Enabled Garden Design Enabled garden design ideas are
only limited by the needs of the gardener and the creativity of the
designer.  Learning  how  to  create  an  enabled  garden  begins  with
learning about what has been done before.  Here are a few proven
disabled  gardener  ideas  to  help  get  you  started:  Tools  can  be
modified to the needs of the user. Foam tubes or large hair curlers
placed over the handles will aid with grip and arm splints can also be
attached  for  further  assistance.  Cords  attached  to  cane  or  tool
handles can be slipped around the wrist to prevent dropping. When
considering pathways for wheelchairs,  note that  they should be at
least 3 feet (1 m.) wide, smooth, and free of obstruction. Raised beds
can  be  built  at  heights  and  widths  specific  to  the  needs  of  the
gardener. For example, wheelchair accessible plant beds should be
no more than 30 inches (78 cm.) in height, although 24 inches (61 cm.)
is ideal, and 5 feet (1.5 m.) wide. For the blind gardener, consider a



ground  level  garden  bed  with  durable  plant  signs   with  brief
inscriptions in braille. 

Like  those  ideas  above,  there  are  many  resources  online  to  find
additional disabled gardener ideas. Just make sure they are suited to
the person or persons who will  frequent the garden. With the right
decisions and a good dose of creativity and care, the enabled garden
can  be  a  monument  to  beauty  and  functionality,  allowing  those
gardening with disabilities to grow alongside their garden. Strive for
Communication-  Fitness-  Confidence  -Wellbeing  -Physical  ability
-Nutrition -Knowledge -Enjoyment of life 

I encourage you to visit the NC arboretum. The beautiful grounds of
the  NHC  Arboretum  provide  the  perfect  setting  to  engage
disadvantaged  members  of  our  community  in  the  wonders  of  a
garden.  The Ability  Garden   https://abilitygarden.org/   uses walks
through  the  Arboretum  for  sensory  stimulation  and  to  promote
exercise  while  appreciating  the  gardens’  beauty.  The  web  page
provides links for volunteers for contact. The Ability Garden, located
at  the  New  Hanover  County  Arboretum,  features  garden-based
programs for people with disabilities.  They serve disadvantaged or
vulnerable persons and those in isolated communities, helping them
improve mobility, motor skills, cognitive functions, and overall health
—  physical  and  mental.  Those  in  need  experience  the  joy  of
successful  gardening and working with  others  in a  structured and
safe environment.

Dave Renquist  

Editor TCC News Notes

https://abilitygarden.org/

